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Identifying how people feel about capercaillie conservation
in Deeside to inform community-led action

Introduction

The Cairngorms Capercaillie Project is facilitating community-led action across the
Cairngorms National Park to help secure the long-term future of capercaillie in the UK.

Deeside is home to an extremely vulnerable capercaillie population. Although low in
number, the birds are a genetic lifeline to the larger Strathspey population. Work with
communities in Deeside is therefore an essential part of building a future for capercaillie
in the UK.

The project currently has no plans in place related to Deeside. Instead, it's working with a
‘blank sheet of paper’ and simply wants to listen to people’s views about capercaillie
conservation in the area in order to inform next steps.

Identifying how people feel

Listening sessions conducted by an objective third party have been held with 30 key
people connected to the area, including landowners and landmanagers, businesses
related to tourism and recreation, and representatives from interest groups including field
sports and mountain biking.

The views shared in the listening sessions are summarised overleaf. Some of the views
were shared by many; others by only a few. The majority views have been used to
create an online survey for Deeside residents and visitors to complete.

The views of at least 385 residents and visitors will be gathered via the survey to ensure
a 95% confidence level in the results. The results will then be used to identify how
widespread the views are that were heard in the initial listening sessions and the degrees
of consensus that exist. This information will enable the project to plan next steps and
ensure that any action facilitated in Deeside is based on how the majority of people feel.

To enquire about getting involved, to ask questions or to share thoughts, please email:
capercaillie@cairngorms.co.uk



The capercaillie population in Deeside should be conserved
Disturbance and irresponsible access is anissue

The capercaillie population in Deeside should be reinforced
Protected species are an issue (pine martens, badgers, raptors)
There are not many capercallie leftin Deeside

Residents and visitors are less connected now with land management and field sports
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Need toinvolve residents and raise local awareness about capercailie I
Need bigger, better connected forests  IEEEEEEEEEGEG_—
Capercaillie conservation has wider ecological benefits I
Keepers, landmanagers and landowners need to be involved / need to inform action I
Capercaillie conservation could provide opportunities for eco tourism / benefit the local economy I
Need new tools / more effective ways to enforce responsible access I
Fences areanissue GGG
Fox and crow control is necessary I
Need remote or virtual capercailie viewing experiences to help people connect with capercailic I
Climate change could be/ is an issue GG
Need a collaborative approach in Deeside to really help capercailie I
Genetic diversity could be an issue I
Disturbance by dogs is anissue G
Deer managementis an issue G
It is too late to help capercailie in Deeside G
Ticks are /could be an issue GG
Need wildlife refuges to help reduce disturbance I
Need to engage young people with capercaillie I
Actionneeds tobe scienceded I
Concerns about value for money N
Resources to help capercaillie are too Speyside-centric I
The level of sporting interests in Deeside limits the potential for capercailie conservation I
Disturbance and trail buiding by mountain bkers is an issue I
Local developmentis an issue
Commercial forestry is an issue 1
|

Work to help capercailie in Deeside should extend east beyond the National Park boundary

Figure 1: Views shared during listening sessions with a wide range of people connected to Deeside





