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Carrbridge, a community working together to make sure capercaillie will be in Scotland for everyone, forever.
Passionate about playing our small part in global wildlife survival.

Spring is in the air

It’s safe to say most of us are feeling ready for the milder 
climes of spring, and the longer days that come with it! 
The air is alive with birdsong and the capercaillie in our 
local woods will soon be lekking. With any luck, this will 
see another season of chicks arrive in May and June.

New signage trial in Carrbridge

Data from 2019’s questionnaire for residents identified a 
widespread community perception that disturbance by 
dogs is one of the biggest threats to capercaillie survival, 
alongside habitat loss. So to give capercaillie more 
of a fighting chance at such a critical time of year, the 
Carrbridge Capercaillie Group have created two signs 
(overleaf) to trial in capercaillie sensitive areas around 
the village. Sign 1 aims to encourage responsible dog 
walking and Sign 2 aims to address the historic issue of 
people targeting a specific area close to the village to try 
and see capercaillie. 

Carrbridge residents expressed concern about this 
ongoing issue through the public consultation on the 
Carrbridge Capercaillie Conservation Strategy: 

“Disturbing a capercaillie lek and a brood are both 
wildlife crimes under the WCA 1981 as amended. It is 
crucial that birders are aware of this”

“Currently there is no deterrent at all, we should all be 
working towards a national park that doesn’t have any 
wildlife crime.”

Members of the birding community have also raised 
concerns and, backed up by Police Scotland, agree that 
a targeted and firm sign should be trialled to see if we 
can tackle this issue once and for all. In response, the 
Carrbridge Capercaillie Group developed Sign 2 and are 
delighted that it has been endorsed by Police Scotland 
and had assurance from the Access Authority (CNPA) 
that it adheres to the Scottish Outdoor Access Code. 

As it’s a trial sign, Duncan, the Community Ranger will 
monitor its effectiveness. If it doesn’t have the desired 
effect, it’s back to the drawing board - but if it does, it will 
help to keep our local capercaillie a lot safer.

Please do not disturb ...

Capercaillie are a sensitive bunch and from April to 
August when they’re breeding and raising their young, 
any disturbance can cause them a lot of stress. This 
might result in injury when trying to flee, or abandoned 
chicks, who may not survive if they get cold or fall prey 
to predators. That’s why, at a time when we are enjoying 
the outdoors, perhaps more than ever, it is so important 
that we stick to paths and keep a close eye on our dogs. 
Even the most well-behaved and gentle of dogs could 
still disturb ground nesting birds and their chicks.
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Your thoughts on path improvements

Part of the Carrbridge Capercaillie Conservation 
Strategy has always been about enhancing the path 
network around the village to draw people away from 
capercaillie areas, allowing the birds the space they 
need to survive and providing residents and visitors with 
even more enjoyable paths and outdoor spaces in the 
heart of the village. Through the Carrbridge Capercaillie 
Conservation Strategy consultation, residents shared 
their thoughts about this work (e.g. below) and, via 
Carrbridge News Facebook and this newsletter, the 
Carrbridge Capercaillie Group will soon be inviting 
everyone to have a say. This is a really important 
opportunity for capercaillie and the community, so 
please do watch this space and if you have any questions 
please get in touch at capercaillie@cairngorms.co.uk

The National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) budget for 
the Carrbridge Capercaillie Conservation Strategy is 
£100,000. This will help to fund the path improvement  
opportunities identified by the community. More funding 
will almost certainly be required as path improvement 
work is not cheap, but the NLHF funding means the 
community is now in a perfect position to unlock other 
funds to help, and the Carrbridge Capercaillie Group 
have begun to identify potential funds to apply for.

Community Ranger work this Spring

Duncan will soon be on hand around the village to help 
with any questions residents and visitors might have, like 
the safest places to exercise dogs off the lead, questions 
about the trial signage or indeed anything else related to  
wildlife and access, so do keep an eye out for him. 

Some resident’s ideas so far ...

• “Plan routes with due consideration to 
the fact that many people use the forest 
tracks all year round, including for several 
months over the winter when walks may be 
conducted entirely in the dark.”

• “Look to remove difficult and hazardous 
pinch points ... wayside ditches may all 
present a risk.” 

• “Establish a complete wide-circuit boundary 
route around the village. Some three 
quarters of such a circuit is already in 
existence and only one further footbridge 
across the river would be required in the 
linking up of the route.”

• “The small path network as well as the 
larger ones have been invaluable to locals 
when cycling and walking to keep to social 
distancing. With the impact of another 80 
houses in Carrbridge walking areas would 
be vitally important.”

The chances are you won’t see Sign 2 unless you’re off 
path heading deep into capercaillie territory, but hopefully 
everyone will notice Sign 1 and the group are keen to 
hear your views. You can email your thoughts about the 
signs to capercaillie@cairngorms.co.uk
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