Carrbridge, a community working together to make sure capercaillie will be in Scotland for everyone, forever.
Passionate about playing our small part in global wildlife survival.
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Staying safe and in touch
Everybody involved in the Cairngorms Capercaillie Project, including the Carrbridge Capercaillie Group, recognises
that now is a time to focus on the health and welfare of our families, friends and the wider community. But for those
who wish to stay in touch, this newsletter will continue to be delivered digitally over the coming months. You can also
keep an eye on the ‘News’ section at cairngormscapercaillie.scot

Changes for the Community Ranger

Limited lek surveys

Based on Scottish Government guidance related to the
pandemic, Tom, the Community Ranger for Carrbridge is
not working in the village at the moment. It’s not clear
yet when Tom will be back on the ground, but for now
he’s still supporting communities, including Carrbridge,
by volunteering two days a week to help the community
relief effort.

A small number of estates, including Seafield Estate,
were able to safely complete lek surveys in April. The
surveys found that the number of birds visiting the local
lek sites is on a par with previous years, but numbers are
still critically low. Further afield, the majority of other lek
surveys across the National Park could not be completed
safely last month. This will mean a limited understanding
of how capercaillie have fared this lek season, but data
from 2019 can still be used as a baseline.

Tom Cole, Community Ranger for Carrbridge

Male and female capercaillie at a local lek site
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BBC Landward filming

Busy time for capercaillie

February saw the Landward team visit Carrbridge
to produce a feature on the Cairngorms Capercaillie
Project, which aired on BBC Scotland on 27 April.
Representing the Carrbridge Capercaillie Group, Ewan
Archer and Issie Inglis spent the day with Dougie Vipond
filming in Kinveachy Forest, which is an area protected
for capercaillie on Seafield Estate.

April saw capercaillie visiting local lek sites which have
been used for generations. There, the males perform a
display to attract female attention. In May, females will lay
their eggs in a nest on the forest floor. If warm, dry weather
stays with us, more insects will be available for the chicks
to eat when they hatch. Dry weather will also help chicks
to avoid hypothermia, and they’ll stand a better chance of
survival this season due to ongoing predator control work
on Seafield Estate and Rothiemurchus Estate, assisted
by grant support from the project.

A capercaillie nest
Left to right: Ewan, Issie, Nadine (Landward Producer),
Carolyn (Project Manager) and Dougie

Consultation postponed due to Covid-19
An initial version of the Carrbridge Capercaillie
Conservation Strategy was due to be delivered to all
households from 23 March, and residents invited to share
their views. Due to the unprecedented impacts of the
Covid-19 pandemic this process was postponed.
Knowing residents would, quite rightly, be focused on
their own health and welfare, and that of their families,
friends and the wider community, the Carrbridge
Capercaillie Group, responsible for developing the
strategy, felt strongly that the publication of the strategy
and consultation should be postponed until a more
appropriate time.
The CNPA wholeheartedly supported this decision in a
letter distributed digitally within the community thanks
to the support of the Community Council and Cllr Bill
Lobban. To read the letter and the full statement from
the Carrbridge Capercaillie Group please visit the ‘News’
section of cairngormscapercaillie.scot

Project application submitted
At the end of March, the project submitted an application
to the National Lottery Heritage Fund to seek further
funding to deliver the following essential actions for
capercaillie. We will learn in July whether the application
has been successful.

Essential actions to be delivered 2020 to 2023:
1.

Improve over 10,000 hectares of habitat
for capercaillie.

2.

Research the genetic diversity of capercaillie
in the National Park to help inform action.

3.

Strengthen current capercaillie monitoring
to better inform action.

4.

Work with communities to help them
create and deliver community-led actions
for capercaillie.

5.

Raise public awareness of the plight of
capercaillie and how people can help.

For all enquiries and if you would like to stop receiving this
newsletter please contact carolynrobertson@cairngorms.co.uk
The Cairngorms Capercaillie Project is currently funded by the Cairngorms National Park Authority,
the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust, Scottish Forestry, SNH and the RSPB

