Carrbridge, a community working together to make sure capercaillie will be in Scotland for everyone, forever.
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Questionnaire results shared
At a public event in the Carrbridge Hotel held earlier this
month Dr Alistair Bath and Monica Engel shared the
preliminary results from their questionnaire and explained
more about the questions that were included.
The questions were based on the views of over 50 individuals
within the community who met with Dr Alistair Bath in
August. All the views shared with Alistair were included in
the questionnaire to work out how widespread those views
are, including capercaillie conservation being a waste of
money, the threats to capercaillie and ways to help. The
questionnaire was delivered to households in the project

area mapped below where the Cairngorms Capercaillie
Project has been working for the last 12 months. Within
the project area the population of adults over 18, who were
therefore eligible to complete the questionnaire, is around
650. This is based on census information and the Highland
Council’s Principal Projection. Using a proven formula
applied internationally by social scientists, 242 people
needed to complete the questionnaire for the results to be
representative. As 247 people completed the questionnaire
the results are indeed representative and reflect the views
of the community in the project area 19 times out of 20,
plus or minus 5%.
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Feelings about capercaillie

Beliefs about capercaillie management

When asked if it’s a waste to spend money on protecting
capercaillie over 65% of respondents either strongly
disagreed or disagreed with the statement (Fig 1).

When asked about the range of possible actions to help
capercaillie, from creating more habitat, marking all deer
fences, or the option to do nothing and let nature take its
course, the results revealed that there’s a strong positive
feeling towards promoting responsible access and dog
walking (Fig 3).
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Over 80% of respondents strongly agreed or agreed that
we should protect capercaillie for future generations (Fig
2). 81% of respondents also agreed or strongly agreed
with the statement ‘I want to ensure capercaillie will always
be in Scotland’. This strength of feeling has inspired the
Carrbridge Capercaillie Group to create the following vision
to guide their work on behalf of the community;

Carrbridge, a community working together
to make sure capercaillie will be in Scotland
for everyone, forever.
Passionate about playing our small part
in global wildlife survival.
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What next?
The Carrbridge Capercaillie Group (formerly known as the
Carrbridge Capercaillie Community Working Group) will
continue to work with Dr Alistair Bath and Monica Engel to
explore the results of the questionnaire in order to create a
community-led action plan to help capercaillie. With over
80% of respondents in support of protecting capercaillie for
future generations the group have both a clear mandate and
a responsibility and will meet again to continue their work on
Sunday 24 and Monday 25 November.
To see all the results shared by Dr Alistair Bath and Monica
Engel visit www.cairngormscapercaillie.scot and click on the
‘News’ page.

How can I help?

Fig. 2

The Carrbridge Capercaillie Group typically meet on a
monthly basis and are always open to new members. You
don’t have to be a capercaillie expert, but if you believe in
the Group’s vision and want to help make it happen please
get in touch. You can also keep an eye on the website
cairngormscapercaillie.scot for ways to help in the coming
months as the Group’s work progresses.

If you have any questions related to the research please contact
Alistair: abath@mun.ca or Monica: monica.engel@gmail.com
For all other enquiries and if you would like to stop receiving this
newsletter please contact carolynrobertson@cairngorms.co.uk
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